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INTRODUCTION 
 

An AP English Literature and Composition course engages you in the careful reading and critical analysis of 
imaginative literature. Through the close reading of selected texts, students deepen their understanding of the ways 
writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers. As they read, students consider a work’s 
structure, style and themes, as well as such smaller-scale elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, 
symbolism and tone. 
 

GOALS 
 

The course includes intensive study of representative works from various genres and periods, concentrating 
on works of recognized literary merit. The pieces chosen invite and reward rereading and do not, like works 
in such popular genres as detective or romance fiction, yield all (or nearly all) of their pleasures of thought 
and feeling the first time through. Such reading should be accompanied by thoughtful discussion and 
writing about those books in the company of one’s fellow students. 
 
READING 
 
Reading in an AP course is both wide and deep. This reading necessarily builds upon and complements the 
reading done in previous English courses so that by the time you complete your senior year, you will have 
read works from several genres and periods — from the 16th to the 21st century. More importantly, you 
will know a few works well. In this class you will read deliberately and thoroughly, in both instances to 
appreciate the quality and ideas of the work as well as the aesthetic value of the work – how it was 
conceived and constructed. In addition to considering a work’s literary artistry, you reflect on the social and 
historical values it reflects and embodies.  
 
In short, students in an AP English Literature and Composition course read actively. The works taught in 
the course require careful, deliberative reading. And the approach to analyzing and interpreting the material 
involves learning how to make careful observations of textual detail, establish connections among 
observations, and draw from those connections a series of inferences leading to an interpretive conclusion 
about the meaning and value of a piece of writing. Simply put, you will get out of these works what you put 
into them. If we were interested in merely learning ABOUT these stories, we could read the plot summaries 
of the books online and be done with it. While it is important to know about the books that we read, it is 
much more important to experience the books and be able to apply them critically to our own experiences. 
Part of reading actively involves annotating, and you will be asked to annotate everything that you read. 
You will be allowed to use your books for every assessment, and these assessments have been carefully 
designed to reward annotating. Those who fail to annotate effectively will find themselves at a 
disadvantage in completing work. 
 
Over the past few years the concept of a book has changed considerably – electronic reasources have 
allowed us to carry multiple books around on one device or read an entire book online. The use of Kindles 
or iPads or other similar devices is encouraged – keep in mind that you can annotate on those as well. 
Although there is no way to police the way books are read outside of class, the use of phones to read 
books is strongly discouraged and will not be permitted in class. Students have found that phones work 
in a pinch to get some reading done at a place where having a book is not convenient. However, reading on 
a phone does not adequately create an environment which enables you to read at an AP level and therefore 
in class you must have an actual copy of the text or a version on an approved electronic device.  



 
The following texts will be covered in class.  You will be required to obtain copies of these books on your 
own.  You will need an actual copy of the book for class – no audio books, nothing downloaded to your 
phone (as mentioned above, Kindles and related devices are fine.)  You must have a copy of the books in 
class with you every day while we are working on them unless told otherwise.   Please purchase these 
books at the start of the school year unless otherwise indicated below.  
  
First Nine Weeks 

○ Pride and Prejudice – Jane Austen 
○ poetry of Walt Whitman (does not require a purchase.) 

 
Second Nine Weeks 

○ Othello - William Shakespeare* 
○ The Oedipus Cycle - Sophocles ** 
○ poetry of Emily Dickinson (does not require a purchase)  

 
Third Nine Weeks 

○ The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde - Robert Louis Stevenson 
○ The Picture of Dorian Gray - Oscar Wilde 
○ poetry of the Victorian Era (no purchase necessary) 
 

Fourth Nine Weeks 
○ Rear Window (film, so no need to purchase) 
○ Complete Stories - Flannery O’Connor 
○ The Handmaid’s Tale - Margaret Atwood 

 
*Shakespeare can be tricky because there are some poorly annotated versions out there. This one is good 
and the one you should purchase: 978-0743477550. If you get one on a device, do so at your peril. None of 
the free ones are good and you don’t really get to preview them. NO NO FEAR and NO ONLINE 
VERSIONS. 
 
**Because this is a work in translation that we will read in class, you WILL need a specific edition of the 
text. ISBN: 978-0156027649 or a Dudley Fitts translation) 
 
 
WRITING 
 
Writing is an integral part of the AP English Literature and Composition course. Writing assignments focus 
on the critical analysis of literature and include expository, analytical, and argumentative essays. Although 
critical analysis makes up the bulk of student writing for the course, well-constructed creative writing 
assignments help you see from the inside how literature is written. Such experiences sharpen your 
understanding of what writers have accomplished and deepen your appreciation of literary artistry. The 
goal of both types of writing assignments is to increase students’ ability to explain clearly, cogently, even 
elegantly, what they understand about literary works and why they interpret them as they do. 
 
To that end, writing in this class includes attention to developing and organizing ideas in clear, coherent 
and persuasive language. It includes study of the elements of style. And it attends to matters of precision 
and correctness as necessary. Throughout the course, emphasis is placed on helping students develop 
stylistic maturity, which, for AP Lit, is characterized by the following: 
 
• a wide-ranging vocabulary; 
• a variety of sentence structures; 
• a logical organization, enhanced by specific techniques of coherence such as repetition, transitions and 



emphasis; 
• a balance of generalization with specific illustrative detail; and 
• an effective use of rhetoric, including controlling tone, maintaining a consistent voice, and achieving   
emphasis through parallelism and antithesis. 
 
The writing required in an AP English Literature and Composition course is thus more than a mere 
supplement to the study of literature. The writing that you produce in the course reinforces your reading. 
Since reading and writing stimulate and support one another, they are taught together in order to underscore 
both their common and their distinctive elements. Implied is that the judgments are the work of you  and 
not merely a repetition of ideas gained from the teacher or from study guides.  You should begin to get 
comfortable with the idea of writing about parts of literary works that you do not understand instead of 
writing about parts of works that you do understand for this will encourage the development of critical 
thinking and analytic skills. Not “what do I know?” but instead, “What do I want to explore?” 
 
However, many students by the time they arrive at their senior year have decided what kind of writer they 
are, as if writing ability was a fixed trait like eye color. These students who receive a C on a paper will 
accept their role as a C writer and move on without making steps to improve. However, all students 
regardless of how well or poorly they write, can improve. 
 
All students will be required to keep a portfolio of their work this year. Please purchase a small three ring 
binder for your portfolio. Throughout the year several assignments will be designated as “portfolio pieces.”  
These pieces must be graded in order to be included. At the end of the year you may be required to present 
your portfolio as   final exm (however, no final exam is required for the course.) It is your responsibility 
to keep track of your portfolio.  
 
Here is a brief explanation of the types of writing you will be doing this year: 
 
Timed Writings -The evaluation of your reading and comprehension will be handled through timed 
writings instead of tests. You will have forty minutes to complete each one.  In the beginning of the class 
you will need to sharpen your ability to write on the fly.  You are expected to use quotes from the works to 
support your point.  A major part of the beginning of class will be devoted to learning how to write an 
effective essay in this format. Some of these will be completed outside of class. 
 
Formal Essays- Roughly once a nine weeks you will be asked to write a formal paper of approximately 
three to four pages in length.  The topic is by and large up to you, but there’s a good chance that your topic 
will develop from either a timed writing or another source of writing. 
 
Before writing any timed and formal essays, I will provide rubrics, and we will go over these in detail 
during class.  Rubrics will target imaginative and effective vocabulary, varied sentence structure, logical 
organization enhanced by stylistic techniques, an appropriate balance of inference and substantiation 
(quotations), as well as tone, voice, and emphasis.  Rubrics will also target a clear thesis and unified focus.  
Please review your rubrics often during the writing process.     
 
We will also do a number of mini-lessons and projects targeting all of these areas as well as various 
composition problems that arise during each semester. 
 
HANDING IN WORK 
 
Whichever way I tell you to hand in work is how I want in handed in. If I require a paper copy of 
assignment and through some unforseen circumstance you are unable to print it off, I do appreciate that you 
email it to me or share it with my via Google to show that you completed it. However, doing so is not a 
substitute for handing in a hard copy. Your paper will not be counted late, but if you fail to provide a 
printed copy sometime during the day that it is due, you will lose points. 
 



 
 
 
THE AP LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION EXAM (AND KAP) 
 
Students enrolled in KAP take this class for college credit. The amount of credit awarded varies by institution. 
However, regardless of whether or not you are involved in KAP, you will be doing the same work in class. Students 
are also strongly encouraged to take the AP Literature and Composition exam at the end of the year, regardless of 
whether or not you are taking the class for credit. We will spend a good amount of time working with sample 
questions from the test, so all students should be adequately prepared to take it. 
 
CLASS EXPECTATIONS AND GUIDELINES 
 

○ Turn your work in on time.  Of course there will be situations where you will not be able to turn in 
assignments due to unforeseen circumstances.  I will do my best to work with you should these occur.  Do 
not get in the habit of thinking that you can hand assignments in whenever you feel like it. Any work turned 
in two days after the assignment is due will receive no credit. Papers handed in late will receive a grade 
with no feedback.  

○ The above does not include computer policies.   With all of the technology that you have at your disposal, 
there should be no reason to hand work in late. 

○ Do your reading.  You are an honors student and to choose not to read because you can is a disgrace to your 
standing. 

○ Should you disagree with me about a grade, your dispute must be submitted in writing for review.  I want 
to know what you dispute and what you propose as a remedy.  I will not tolerate arguing for points, nor will 
I tolerate an unwilling attitude simply because we disagree. If you are going to dispute a grade, make sure 
it’s for the right reason. Your GPA, which will mean nothing to you at this point next year, is not a valid 
reason. 

 
 
I look forward to another great year! 
 
Mr. Rickert 


